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the securities it received; and in this manner, at
least, remove part of the pressure which the mag-
nitude of the debt due by government had occa-
sioned. The three first propositions he wished to
be resolved in a committee of the whole house; at
present lie should conclude with moving-, " That it
appearing to this house that the effects of the
Bank, on the fc2oth of February last, amounted to
17/>i>7,2S()/.t and that the outstanding* demands on
the Bank amounted to !3,770,390/.; "and it farther
appearing*, that there is owing- to the Bank by go-.
vernment, tor advances .made for the public service,
the sum of 9,964,413/. (exclusive of the permanent
debt due from government of 11,686,800?.")

Resolved, " That it is highly expedient, as well
for the honor of Mis Majesty's government, as for
the re-establishment of public credit, that the
speediest measures should be taken for the payment
to the Bank of the said advances, or a considerable
part thereof.'*

/IJr. Pitt haring spoken in reply to 3/r. Sheridan, and moved the
previous qmstitm,

Mr. Sheridan said, that he should occupy the at-
tention of the house but a very few minutes. The
rijfht honorable gentleman had conjured up in his
mind a proposition which he had attributed to him,
and to that proposition he had devoted an answer of
half an hour. His answer would have been ex-
tremely good if such a proposition had been made ;
but nothing was farther from his mind than the idea,
that because government repaid the advances of the
Bank, the public was to be deprived of the circula-
tion of paper j so much the contrary, that he ex-*
pressiy saul, to ease the Bank of the load under
which they groaned for the government, would be
the best way to enable them to increase their libe-
rality to trade. Thus it appeared that the whole
of the outstanding demands upon them amounted to
13,700,000/. Of this sum they had advanced
10,000,0001. to government* Believe them from